Grand Haven Area
Community Foundatlon/_.

Greetings!

In this season of gratitude, we can’t help but reflect on all we are able to accomplish
because of this generous and caring community. We’d like to thank YOU—donors, board
members, affiliates, fund holders, for-impact partners, our legacy society, our dedicated
staff, and the community at large—for all you do to help us address the needs of those in
Northern Ottawa County. Together, we are making an incredible difference.

From scholarships to year-end gifts to conferences that help us grow, learn the latest
foundation happenings right here.

Recognizing the Local Impact of Community Foundations

Community Foundation Week was created in 1989 by former president George H.W. Bush
to recognize the work of community foundations throughout America and their
collaborative approach to working with the public, private, and nonprofit sectors to address
community problems. The GHACF will join in a nationwide celebration, November 12-18,
2025, to recognize the increasingly important role that community foundations play.
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the collective work of these organizations that will
have the most profound impact—and we couldn’t be
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Thankful to Donors, Excited for Recipients: Scholarship

prouder to serve Northern Ottawa County and the
broader West Michigan Region.

Applications Open Soon

Heads up, GHACF 2026 scholarship applications will be open startingDecember 1! There
are a variety of scholarships available, each based on varying criteria such as financial
need, field of study, academic achievements, and whether a student is the first in their
family to continue their education after high school. We are grateful to each generous
donor supporting and uplifting our community’s youth!



https://ghacf.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=techsoupnonprofit&nav=335fe816-4b01-4868-b203-9acdf468d2cc

To make things simple for students, there is only one application needed to be considered
for all eligible scholarships, and the application deadline is January 30.

Learn More about Scholarships

Staff News

We are thrilled to introduce our newest
team member, Liam Coussens! Liam
joined us in October, and rounds out our
Grants & Program team.

Liam will serve as the lead program officer
for projects seeking grant funding in the
following priority areas: Arts & Culture,
Economic & Community Betterment, and

Education.

In addition, he brings a wide range of administrative and programmatic experience to this
role, and will also support GHACF affiliates at the Allendale Community Foundation and
Coopersville Area Community Foundation. Welcome, Liam!

Respectful Reminders

While year-end is a busy time of year for many of us, we want to be sure you’re taken

care of! To ensure recipients receive your charitable gift before 2026 begins, we kindly ask
that you recommend any year-end grant recommendations before Friday, December 12,
2025.

While we do our best to process grant requests within two weeks of receipt, we encourage
you to get your requests in as soon as possible for a swift turnaround. Submit a grant
recommendation form or visit the donor portal—it's fast and easy!

Grant Recommendation Form Donor Portal Login

Questions? Ready to make a recommendation or request?

Send an email to Adrienne Whisman and she will be happy to help.



http://ghacf.org/scholarships
https://ghacf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/DAF-Grant-Recommendation-Form_2025.pdf
https://ghacf.fcsuite.com/erp/portal/profile?profile_id=58982
mailto:awhisman@ghacf.org

NOTE: Any remaining 2025 spendable funds will be rolled back into the principal and a new
spendable will be calculated for the 2026 fiscal year. Look for a letter in early March that will

inform you of the new amount available.

Year-End Gifts Make a Difference

Do you enjoy supporting local organizations with a year-end gift? You're in luck! Our
Community Wish List is full of local projects and programs to help directly support causes

you care about. Here are a few wishes from organizations addressing food insecurity:

e Hand2Hand: To help deliver weekend meals to students in Allendale, Coopersville,
Grand Haven, and Spring Lake, so they return to school nourished, supported, and
ready to learn.

e Coopersville Cares: To add a roll out awning for volunteers to be safe and dry while

making drive-through food pantry distribution more efficient on cold or wet days.

e AgeWell Meals on Wheels: To replace an Electrolux Blast Chille—which is 18
years old and discontinued, parts are no longer available—an essential piece of

equipment that daily operations for Meals on Wheels relies upon.

Make a gift to the Greatest Needs Fund, which supports proactive and responsive efforts
to our community’s most critical needs, or make a difference with the Youth Fund, which
empowers opportunities for local young people.

If you're part of a for-impact organization and interested in adding a wish to the list, please
contact Philanthropic Services Associate Adrienne Whisman.

Grateful for Growth Opportunities

Our President, Hadley Streng, recently joined national, state, and local leaders in
Kalamazoo at the 53rd annual Council of Michigan Foundations (CMF) Conference.

The gathering allows participants to connect and learn from each other; explore effective
and innovative strategies; and share challenges and insights to strengthen foundation
operations and leadership. We are grateful to CMF for the programming they offer year-
round and the positive impact it has on all GHACF team members and our community.



https://ghacf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=1368
https://ghacf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=1048
mailto:awhisman@ghacf.org

Pausing for Gratitude

Please note that GHACF offices will be closed on Thursday, Nov. 27 and Friday, Nov. 28
so staff can spend time with family, friends, and loved ones. We appreciate you!

Interested in making a difference today?

Send an email to VP of Advancement & Donor Services Chris Riker or

Advancement & Donor Services Manager Sarah Enlow. We're here for you!
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